
Urban rather than 
natural settings are the 

stamping grounds of 
Jørn Lier Horst, whose 

Dregs (his first book to be 
published in English) is 

immensely impressive The 
writer’s career as a police 
chief has supplied a key 
ingredient for the crime 
fiction form: credibility.’ 
Barry Forshaw, author of 
Nordic Noir and Death in 

a Cold Climate
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The second William Wisting mystery to be translated into English, after 
the successful Dregs. Ove Bakkerud, newly separated and extremely 
disillusioned, is looking forward to a final quiet weekend at his summer 
home before closing for winter but, when the tourists leave, less welcome 
visitors arrive. Bakkerud’s cottage is ransacked by burglars. Next door 
he discovers the body of a man who has been beaten to death. Police 
Inspector William Wisting has witnessed grotesque murders before, but 
the desperation he sees in this latest murder is something new. Against 
his wishes his daughter Line decides to stay in one of the summer 
cottages at the mouth of the fjord.
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Jorn Lier Horst was born in 1970, in Bamble, Telemark, Norway. He 
has worked as a policeman in Larvik since 1995. His debut novel in 
2004, Key Witness, was based on a true murder story. The William 
Wisting novel series – Key Witness (2004), Goodbye, Felicia (2005), 
When the Sea Calms (2006), The Only One (2007), and The Night 
Man (2009) – has been extremely successful in his native Norway 
as well as Germany and the Netherlands.  Dregs, published by 
Sandstone Press in 2011 was his first novel to be translated into 
English.
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