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A Nobel literature laureate struggles 
to write a convincing suicide note. 
In a surreal waiting room Anna 
Karenina and Emma Bovary exchange 
confidences. A scientist discovers 
the appalling truth about boyhood 
acquaintances. 

These stories alight in Russia, Europe, 
the Caribbean and South America, 
fables that are unpredictable, 
sometimes poignant and often 
hilarious.
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Pauline Melville

THE MASTER OF CHAOS
And Other Fables

‘In this virtuoso performance, 
Pauline Melville shows us a  

world in upheaval, and reminds 
us that that’s where we live.’  

Salman Rushdie

Demy HBK / 208 pages

Author location: London

Pub date: 01/07/2021

ISBN: 9781913207540

RRP: £14.99

Short stories

New from the winner of The Guardian Fiction Prize

Pauline Melville is a British Guyanese writer who has worked in theatre, television, 
film and cabaret. Her novel  The Ventriloquist’s Tale won the Whitbread First Novel 
Award. Other literary awards include the Guardian Fiction Prize, the Macmillan 
Silver Pen Award, a Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the Guyana Prize for Literature 
and an accolade from the New York Public Library. She is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature.



All or Nothing At All is the life story of 
Billy Bland, fellrunner extraordinaire 
and holder of many records. It is 
also the story of Borrowdale in the 
English Lake District, describing its 
people, their character and their 
lifestyle, into which fellrunning is 
unmistakably woven.

Filled with stories of competition 
and rich in northern humour, All or 
Nothing At All is testimony to the 
life spent in the fells by one of their 
greatest champions, Billy Bland.

JU
LY

Steve Chilton

ALL OR NOTHING AT ALL 
The Life of Billy Bland

‘A fascinating insight into the 
life of legendary fellrunner 

Billy Bland.’ 
Steve Birkinshaw

B Format PBK / 320 pages

Author location: Middlesex

Pub date: 15/07/2021

ISBN: 9781913207687

RRP: £11.99

Non fiction

‘Anyone with a love of running will find this a fascinating  
and enjoyable read.’ Adharanand Finn

Steve Chilton is a committed runner and qualified athletics coach with 
considerable experience of fellrunning, competing in the World Vets Champs 
when it was held in Keswick in 2005. He is a longtime member of the Fell Runners 
Association (FRA).

Cover design by Raspberry Creative Type

ALL OR NOTHING 
  AT ALL

‘Engrossing and  
enjoyable.’ 

‘A truly fascinating  
character’. 

STEVE  CHILTON

THE LIFE OF  
BILLY BLAND

FOREWORD BY KILIAN JORNET

ALL OR NOTHING AT ALL
STEVE  CHILTON

Billy Bland set fellrunning records in the 80s and 90s while 
working at quarrying, building and stonewalling in his native 
Borrowdale. His 1982 Bob Graham Round record stood until 
2018 when it was, at last, surpassed by the phenomenal Kilian 
Jornet. First and forever though, he is a champion of his beloved 
Lake District and the people who live there.

‘Filled with stories of competition and 

rich in northern humour.’ 
Cumbria Magazine

‘A pacy jaunt along those 
muddy trails where Billy 

Bland set records few people 
have approached since.’ 

Adharanand Finn,  
author of Rise of the  

Ultra Runners

‘Billy Bland is undisputed 
king of the fells.’
Rebecca Robinson,  

Consultant in sports and  
exercise medicine

‘A straight talking 
Cumbrian who thinks 
as deeply about the 

environment as he does 
about running.’

Steve Birkinshaw,  
author of There Is No  

Map in Hell

RRP £11.99

Adharanand Finn Jasmin Paris
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Denis knows his mother kept things 
from him.

His godmother, Clemence, knows the 
truth.

In rich, sensuous prose, Roberts 
interweaves Denis's search for answers 
with Clemence's memories of the time 
she spent working for Matisse.
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Michèle Roberts

CUT OUT

'A wonderful novel,  
brimming with delights.’  

Susie Boyt

Demy HBK / 272 pages

Author location: London

Pub date: 12/08/2021

ISBN: 9781913207472

RRP: £14.99

Fiction

A lyrical tale of family secrets and self-discovery 

Michèle Roberts is the author of fourteen critically acclaimed novels. Daughters 
of the House won the WHSmith Literary Award and was shortlisted for the Booker 
Prize. Her memoir Paper Houses was a BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week. She has 
also published poetry and short stories, and her most recent memoir, Negative 
Capability, was published to critical acclaim in 2020. Half-English and half-French, 
Michèle Roberts lives in London. She is Emeritus Professor of Creative Writing at 
the University of East Anglia and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.



Mark Atkinson is living proof that you 
don’t have to be ‘good’ at running to 
make it through a marathon or even 
further.

Packed with insights and tips, pitfalls 
and joy, Ducking Long Way invites 
you to join him for a beer at mile 
thirty as he pushes himself as far 
as he can while still running for the 
sheer joy of it.
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Mark Atkinson

DUCKING LONG WAY 
Ultra Running for the Rest of Us

'A funny and level headed 
insight into the crazy world of 

ultra marathon running.' 
Simon Hollis

B Format PBK / 304 pages

Author location: Milton Keynes

Pub date: 26/08/2021

ISBN: 9781913207588

RRP: £9.99

Non fiction

Informative, inspiring, entertaining and funny

Mark Atkinson is an environmental engineer, amateur runner, and author of the 
award-winning book, Run Like Duck. He is currently an ambassador for the Milton 
Keynes marathon.
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What if the secrets we keep from each other 
are the only thing holding us together?

Dan Brotzel’s short stories have won awards and been published widely, with Hotel 
Du Jack, his first full-length collection, published in 2019. He is also co-author 
of a comic novel-in-emails about an eccentric writers’ group, Work in Progress 
(Unbound). The Wolf in the Woods is his debut novel.

Dan lives in London with his partner Eve and their three children.

Colleen and Andrew haven’t had 
sex in eleven weeks and three days 
[not that anyone’s counting]. Their 
marriage is in crisis, they're drinking 
too much and both have secrets 
they're afraid to share.

A teetotal week in a remote cottage 
could solve all their problems. But 
with the promised beach nowhere 
in sight, a broken-down car and a 
sinister landlord, they may not find it 
so easy to rekindle their romance. In 
this dark and funny novel, tensions 
build and tempers fray.

Dan Brotzel
THE WOLF IN THE WOODS

'Brotzel’s prose is anarchic  
and economical.'  

C.M. Taylor

B Format PBK / 224 pages

Author location: London

Pub date: 02/09/2021

ISBN: 9781913207625

RRP: £8.99

Fiction

WOODSWOODS

WOLFWOLF
THETHE

IN THEIN THE

DAN BROTZEL

‘Utterly brilliant’ 
Christy Lefteri

Cover design by Nathan Burton

Also available: RRP £8.99RRP £8.99

Prints CMYK, matt lam13.5mm
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Colleen and Andrew’s marriage is in crisis.  
They’re drinking too much, keeping secrets from 
each other, and haven’t had sex in eleven weeks 

and three days. A teetotal week in a remote 
cottage could solve all their problems. But with 
the promised beach nowhere in sight, a broken-
down car and a sinister landlord, they may not 

find it so easy to rekindle their romance.

‘Dan Brotzel is a master story-teller and  
observer of people and relationships.  

What is utterly brilliant is that he takes those 
things and brings them out into the open with 

humour, suspense and unexpected twists.  
I could not put this book down.’

Christy Lefteri,  
author of Songbirds and The Beekeeper of Aleppo 

‘Sharp-eyed but warm-hearted,  
Dan Brotzel’s portrait of a struggling  
marriage will make you wince with  

recognition. Happily it will also make  
you smile. With characters that are  

all-too-relatable, The Wolf in the Woods 
skewers the lies we tell ourselves  
in order to keep going. I loved it.’ 

Stephen May,  
author of We Don’t Die of Love



1920: The Great War is over. 
Clementine, who was a nurse at the 
Front, must forget the past. Vincent, 
whose tin mask conceals his scars, 
knows how to take advantage of a 
grieving woman. 

When their liaison turns toxic, only 
one of them can survive.
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Lesley Glaister

BLASTED THINGS 

‘A sensitive, unsettling tale of a 
post-First World War romance.’ 

The Independent

B Format PBK / 352 pages

Author location: Edinburgh & Orkney

Pub date: 16/09/2021

ISBN: 9781913207922

RRP: £8.99

Fiction

‘Glaister is an experienced novelist, and this is a consummate and  
heart-wringing performance.’  The Sunday Times

Lesley Glaister is a writer of fiction, poetry and plays. She has published fifteen 
novels and received a Somerset Maugham and a Betty Trask award for Honour Thy 
Father. She has won or been listed for several literary prizes for her other work. She 
teaches creative writing at the University of St Andrews and is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature.

B FORMAT PAPERBACK 129 X 198MM, SPINE 16.6MM (TBC), 5MM BLEED

Image of poppy petals © Shutterstock.  Cover design by Rose Cooper

1920: Britain is trying to forget the Great War.
Clementine, who nursed at the front and suffered losses,

must bury the past. Then she meets Vincent, an opportunistic
veteran whose damage goes much deeper than the painted tin 
mask he wears. Their deadly relationship will career towards

a dark and haunting resolution.   

‘Glaister is a sensitive but unflinching writer who knows
exactly how to beguile the reader into turning the pages.’ 

Hilary Mantel

‘A consummate and heart-wringing performance.’
The Sunday Times

‘A sensitive and compelling drama.’ The Sunday Mirror

‘Quietly riveting.’ John Burnside

‘Edgy, precise and viciously gripping.’ Liz Jensen

‘A sensitive, unsettling tale.’ The Independent
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Standing in the busy streets of 
South London today, it is hard to 
imagine that much of this suburban 
townscape was once a vast wood, 
stretching unbroken for almost 
seven miles from Croydon to the 
Thames at Deptford.

This compelling narrative history 
charts the fortunes of the North 
Wood from the earliest times: its 
ecology, ownership, management, 
and its gradual encroachment by the 
expanding metropolis.
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C.J. Schüler

THE WOOD THAT
BUILT LONDON

'In marvellous detail, the 
captivating narrative presents 

the people who shaped  
the woodlands.' 

Clifton Bain

Royal HBK / 320 pages

Author location: London

Pub date: 07/10/2021

ISBN: 9781913207496

RRP: £19.99

Non fiction

'Important and timely. A significant addition to the growing  
new genre of urban nature writing.' Rachel Lichtenstein

C.J. Schüler is the author of three illustrated histories of cartography and co-
author of the best-selling Traveller’s Atlas. His latest book, Along the Amber Route, 
published in 2020, was listed for multiple awards. 

He has also written on literature, travel and the arts for The Independent, The 
Independent on Sunday, The Tablet, The Financial Times and the New Statesman. He 
was chairman of the Authors’ Club from 2008 to 2015.

A human history of the Great North Wood

f o r e w o r d  b y  r a c h e l  l i c h t e n s t e i n

C .  J .  S C H Ü L E R

TH E
WOOD
THAT
BU I LT

LONDON

C. J .  SCHÜLER  has written on literature, 

travel and the arts for The Independent, The 

Independent on Sunday, The Tablet and the 

Financial Times. He was elected a Fellow of 

the Royal Geographical Society in 2011. His 

most recent book, Along the Amber Route: St 

Petersburg to Venice, was shortlisted for the 

Stanford Dolman Award and longlisted for the 

Jewish Quarterly-Wingate Prize. Previous works 

include Writers, Lovers, Soldiers, Spies, a history 

of the Authors’ Club of London, of which he 

was chairman, and three illustrated histories of 

cartography. He lives in South London, and has 

been a volunteer at the London Wildlife Trust’s 

Sydenham Hill Wood Reserve since 2011.

w w w.c j s c h u l e r.c o m

RACHEL LICHTENSTEIN is a British 

artist, writer and curator who is internationally 

known for her books, multi-media projects and 

artworks that examine place, memory and 

Jewish identity. The author of many books, 

including Estuary: Out from London to the Sea, she 

is co-director of the Centre for Place Writing at 

Manchester Metropolitan University.

It is hard to imagine that the busy townscape 

of South London was once a great wood, 

stretching almost seven miles from Croydon 

to Deptford or that, scattered through the 

suburbs, from Dulwich to Norwood, a number 

of oak woodlands have survived since before 

the Norman Conquest. These woods were 

intensively managed for a thousand years, 

providing timber for construction, furniture 

and shipbuilding, and charcoal for London’s 

blacksmiths, kilns and bakeries. Now they 

afford important green space, a vital habitat 

for small mammals, birds and insects. Drawing 

on a wealth of documents, historic maps and 

environmental evidence, The Wood That Built 

London charts the fortunes of the North Wood 

from its earliest times: its ecology, ownership, 

management, and the gradual encroachment 

of the metropolis. 

RRP:  £19.99

ISBN: 978-1 -913207-49 -6
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‘Deeply rewarding.’ 
pa u l  w o o d ,  a u t h o r  o f  l o n d o n ’ s  s t r e e t  t r e e s

‘Timely and informative.’ 
t r av i s  e l b o r o u g h ,  au t h o r  o f  a  wa l k  i n  t h e  pa r k
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The red deer is Britain’s largest land 
mammal and undisputed king of 
woodlands and glens. Common across 
the Scottish Highlands and resident 
elsewhere, the animal is emblematic of 
our wild country and a beloved icon. 
Yet to some, red deer are seen as little 
more than pests. 

Born into a family of deer stalkers, 
Neil McIntyre has been fascinated by 
red deer all his life. In this stunning 
collection of photographs, he invites 
you to know and respect them as he 
does.
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Neil McIntyre

CHASING THE DEER
Foreword by Simon King

'Stunning' 
Sam Heughan

Large Format HBK / 224 pages

Author location: Highlands

Pub date: 19/10/2021

ISBN: 9781913207274

RRP: £24.99

Nature Photography

'A work of art as well as a moving meditation on man’s 
relationship with red deer.' Cal Flyn

Neil McIntyre is one of Britain’s leading wildlife photographers 
and is based in Aviemore in the Cairngorms National Park 
where he has lived for over 40 years. He contributes to many 
publications and has won several awards in the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year and British Wildlife Photography 
Awards.



A source of fuel for many generations, 
Great Britain and Ireleand's peatlands 
are now a haven for wildlife and plants 
as well as a storehouse of greenhouse 
gasses. Their social history is one of 
exploitation and the value of mending 
and restoring is a major theme of the 
book.

Like its predecessors, The Peatlands 
of Britain and Ireland is a sumptuous 
volume richly illustrated with 
photographs and with drawings by 
the wildlife artist Darren Rees.
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Clifton Bain

THE PEATLANDS OF 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

A Traveller's Guide

Jacketed HB 250 x 200 / 224 pages

Author location: Edinburgh

Pub date: 04/11/2021

ISBN: 9781912240241

RRP: £24.99

‘For too long considered as 
wastelands, Clifton Bain puts the 

record straight regarding the beauty 
and value of Britain’s peatlands in  

this richly illustrated guide.’ 
Dr Tony Juniper CBE, Environmentalist

Clifton Bain has over 25 years of experience working with 
the wildlife charity RSPB. Now Director of the IUCN Peatland 
Programme, his writing gives passionate insight into the 
human interventions that have shaped Scotland’s wildlife 
and landscape. As a firm believer that conservation relies on 
people enjoying nature, Clifton shares his experiences of the 
country’s natural treasures. 

FOREWORD BY TONY JUNIPER

ALSO BY CLIFTON BAIN

THE ANCIENT PINEWOODS  
OF SCOTLAND
A Traveller’s Guide 

ISBN: 9781908737250   RRP: £24.99

Scattered across the Scottish Highlands are the 
last remnants of the Caledonian forest, naturally 
seeding and growing since the last ice age. This guide 
introduces a natural wonder alongside a rich cultural 
heritage. Lavishly illustrated with colour photographs, 
maps, and drawings by wildlife artist Darren Rees.

THE RAINFORESTS OF 
 BRITAIN AND IRELAND

A Traveller’s Guide  
ISBN: 9781910124260   RRP: £24.99

Following his tremendous success with The Ancient 
Pinewoods of Scotland, Bain turns his attention to 
the woodlands that line the west coasts of Scotland, 
Northern England, Wales and Ireland. The Rainforests 
of Britain and Ireland is illustrated with maps, original 
artwork and travel guidance. 

THE ANCIENT PINEWOODS  
OF SCOTLAND 

A Companion Guide 
ISBN: 9781910124925   RRP: £11.99

This companion guide is intended for woodland 
walkers and armchair planners, to accompany them in 
their explorations. 



Martin Moran climbed and guided in 
the Alps, Norway, and the Himalayas, 
sharing life-changing adventures 
along the way.

Humour has never been far away, 
but neither has excitement and 
interest. Martin Moran lived life in 
the mountains to the full and this is 
his story.

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

Martin Moran

HIGHER GROUND

Demy HBK / 336 pages

Pub date: 11/11/2021

ISBN: 9781913207694

RRP: £11.99

Non fiction

'A  "must read" for anyone who has ever felt drawn to the mountains, 
whether in Scotland or beyond.' Undiscovered Scotland

SANDSTONE PRESS – HIGHER GROUND – COVER DESIGN. 
STAGE 02 VISUALS – 03/2021

© Copyright Ryder Design. All Rights Reserved.

Martin Moran was one of Britain’s most experienced mountaineers and guides. He 
made a dozen pioneering ascents in the Himalaya and climbed over a hundred 
new winter routes in Scotland. In May 2019, Martin tragically lost his life in the 
Himalaya while on a pioneering expedition with seven other climbers.

‘Moran’s writing flows from a 
profound passion for the hills, and 
a sense of fellowship with those 

who share that love.’ 
Dan Bailey
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