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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Why do we hold onto things we don’t need? And let go of the 
things we do?

Miriam is twenty-nine: temping, living with a flatmate who is 
no longer a friend, and still trying to find her place in life. She 
falls in love with Erik after he employs her to clear out his paper-
packed home. They are worlds apart: he is forty-five, a successful 
photographer and artist and an obsessive hoarder still haunted 
by the end of his marriage. Miriam has an unsuccessful love life 
and has just got rid of most of her belongings. Somehow, they 
must find a way to reach each other.
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Sarah Tierney is a graduate of the MA in 
Novel Writing at Manchester University, and 
her short story, ‘Five Miles Out’, was made 
into a short film by the acclaimed director 
Andrew Haigh. Sarah has worked as a 
journalist, editor and copywriter. She lives in 
Derbyshire with her husband and daughter.
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Her short story, Five Miles Out, caught the attention of the director 
Andrew Haigh (Weekend, HBO’s Looking) and was made into a short 
film of the same name.
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‘Marks the arrival of an 
elegant and thrilling new 
voice in literary fiction.’
-Emma Jane Unsworth
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