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ABOUT THIS BOOK

‘I didn’t think he’d do it. I really didn’t think he would. I 
thought he’d say, whoa, hold on, wait a minute. We made 
a deal, remember, the land, the blessing, the nation, the 
descendants as numerous as the sands on the shore and 
the stars in the sky.’

A mere nineteen lines in the book of Genesis, it rests at 
the heart of the history, literature, theology, and sacred 
rituals of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Writing from 
the vantage of ‘a reader, a son, a Jew, a father, a sceptic, a 
historian, a lover of stories, and a writer’, Goodman gives us 
an enthralling narrative that moves from its biblical origins 
to the cultures and faiths of our time.

‘Most engaging, a labour of love.’
-Rabbi Julia Neuberger

‘A feast of anecdotes, I have been 
both learnt and been entertained.’
-Qaisra Sharaz, author of The Holy 
Woman

‘Absorbing and moving.’
-Finlay Macdonald, author of Luke 
Paul

‘Exhaustive yet so entertaining.’
-Ian Wilson, author of The Turin 
Shroud

SALES & MARKETING HIGHLIGHTS

The author’s first novel, Stories of Scottsboro, was a finalist for 
the Pulitzer Prize.
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two previous books and the U.S. editor of the U.K. 
journal Rethinking History. He has received grants 
and fellowships from Princeton University, Harvard 
University, and the Guggenheim Foundation. 
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