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ABOUT THIS BOOK
Until a couple of years ago, J. M. Barrie’s manuscript letters to Robert 
Louis Stevenson were presumed lost by Barrie’s biographers. 

Since Michael Shaw discovered them, he has been enchanted 
by the correspondence, and has now compiled this first ever 
edition, bringing both writers’ letters together. The introduction 
to this fascinating exchange shows why they developed such an 
intense bond (despite never meeting) and the deep impact their 
correspondence had on Barrie’s life and work after Stevenson died.

ABOUT THE EDITOR
Michael Shaw is Lecturer in Scottish Literature at the University of 
Stirling. In 2015, he won the Ross Roy Medal for excellence in research 
in Scottish Literature. His first book, The Fin-de-Siècle Scottish Revival: 
Romance, Decadence and Celtic Identity, was published by Edinburgh 
University Press in 2019.

KEY SELLING POINTS
• Half of these letters, previously presumed lost, have never been 

published before.

• Warm, amusing, and gossipy, the letters cover everything from 
family life and travel, to Scotland and literary affairs

• Will be published on Robert Louis Stevenson (RLS) Day
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PRAISE FOR A FRIENDSHIP IN LETTERS
‘This delightful book opens a fascinating window onto a brief but 
intense friendship.’  James Robertson

‘An interesting and accessible work of scholarship which presents 
new insights into their lives and works.’   Louise Welsh

‘Shaw should be congratulated in bringing these letters together, 
as a literary creation in its own right.’   Dr. Valentina Bold

‘By turns playful, analytic and poignant [...] this is an indispensable 
volume.’  Professor Penny Fielding

‘In a richly contextualised introduction, Michael Shaw explores 
the mutual admiration that gave rise to, and was enriched by, 
this remarkable correspondence, and traces Barrie’s ongoing 
commemoration of Stevenson in his life and work.’ Dr Andrew Nash

www.facebook.com/SandstonePress

@SandstonePress


