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Richard fell for Luke at university. Luke was handsome, dissolute, 
dangerous; together they did things that Richard has spent the last 
decade trying to forget.

Now his career is on the brink of success, but his younger sister Stephie’s 
life is in pieces. Her invasion of Richard’s remote west coast sanctuary 
forces Richard to confront the tragedy and betrayal of his past, and face 
up to his own role in what happened back then.

In this compelling, visceral tale of how not to fit in, Zoë Strachan takes 
us on a journey through hedonistic student days to the lives we didn’t 
expect to end up living, and the hopes and fears that never quite leave 
us.
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Zoë Strachan is the author of two previous 
successful novels, Negative Space and 
Spin Cycle. She was selected as one of 
the twenty best young novelists in Britain 
by the Independent. Negative Space won 
a Betty Trasker award and was short 
listed for the Saltire Society First Book of 
the Year Award. She has received two 
writer’s bursaries from the Scottish Arts 
Council, a Hawthornden Fellowship and 
was UNESCO City of Literature writer-
in-residence at the National Museum 
of Scotland. In 2008 she was awarded 
a Hermann Kesten Stipendium and in 
2009 received a Robert Louis Stevenson 
Fellowship which took her to France to 
write. She lives in Glasgow where she 
teaches part time on the prestigious 
Creative Writing programme at the 
University of Glasgow.
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