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‘nestling just behind the fake ladro ornaments and several sets of false 
teeth I caught sight of a pile of old 45s. the handwriting was distinctly 
18th century. the stall holder accepted £4 for the small heap, and 
started to crumple up the damp paper before I grabbed his hand, in a 
gesture that he initially misunderstood, and asked him to include them 
with the records that he was cramming into a plastic bag.’

the letters Stuart campbell so nefariously acquired were written by 
James Boswell’s manservant, Joseph Ritter, who accompanied Boswell 
and his friend, Samuel Johnson, on their famous tour around Scotland. 
they were addressed to Boswell’s wife Margaret, and read as if serial 
adulterer Boswell may have been a biter who was himself unknowingly 
bitten. the letters accompanied campbell on his own tour of Scotland, 
exactly following the route of the two men but powered by the author’s 
newly acquired bus pass. a succession of portly 21st century gentlemen 
took the part of Boswell after the first volunteer failed to pass a pub.
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Stuart Campbell has worked as an English 
teacher, Advisor, Communications Lecturer, 
Education Manager, and Consultant in 
the Lothians for longer than he cares to 
remember.  He is now gainfully employed 
as a mental health trainer for Health in 
Mind, an Edinburgh based charity.  He has 
previously co-written A Dead Man’s Chest, 
an educational resource published by the 
BBC as part of the Stevenson centennial 
celebrations.  He has also written for the 
Guardian and The Scottish Book Collector 
and is the author of the acclaimed RLS in 
Love.
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