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The Tailor of Inverness is a story of journeys, of how a boy who grew 
up on a farm in Galicia (Eastern Poland, now Western Ukraine) came 
to be a tailor in Inverness.  His life spanned most of the 20th century.  
His story is not straightforward.  He was taken prisoner by the Soviets 
in 1939 and forced to work east of the Urals, then freed in an amnesty 
after the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941.  He then joined 
the thousands of Poles who travelled to Tehran, then Egypt, to be 
integrated into the British Army, fighting in North Africa and Italy.  He 
was then resettled in Britain in 1948, joining his brother in Glasgow.  
This is the story he told.

Matthew Zajac grew up in Inverness and studied drama at Bristol 
University. He has worked as an actor for 30 years, appearing in 
theatres throughout the UK, and in numerous film, TV and radio 
productions. He has worked as a director and producer for several 
theatre companies and has also produced two films.  He is currently 
Joint Artistic Director of Dogstar Theatre Company which tours 
its productions in Scotland and abroad. In 2009, he was named 
Best Actor in the Critics’ Awards for Theatre in Scotland for his 
performance in his play The Tailor of Inverness. 
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‘Matthew Zajac’s breathtaking 
investigation of his father’s 

mysterious past has taken him 
into the darkest corners of 

Central Europe’s 20th century 
history. Out of a merely 

curious son develops a forensic 
investigator who peels back 
the lies hiding truths not just 

about Nazism and Stalinism but 
also the puzzling but energetic 

mendacity of his own father. 
Zajac’s winning personality, 

however, turns what might have 
been a sustained exploration of 
pessimism into a revelatory and 
uplifting examination of self, 
family and national identity. 
Matthew’s final discovery is 
heart-stopping and sincerely 
moving. This book ploughs a 
parallel furrow to The Hare 

with Amber Eyes.’ 

Misha Glenny


