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ABOUT THIS BOOK
This tender and personal memoir by the poet Joanna Ramsey of George Mackay Brown 
gives an account of some aspects of the last eight years of his life in Stromness, Orkney, 
and of the friendship between them. It also provides a background to his poem ‘A New 
Child: ECL 11 June 1993’ (included in the anthology Following a Lark), which he wrote 
for Joanna’s daughter. There are many small details of George’s day to day life in those 
last years that are not included in any other account. Also included are an unpublished 
poem written for Joanna, and a number of birthday acrostics written for her and her 
daughter, Emma.

In his final years George Mackay Brown rarely travelled beyond Stromness, but many 
of his friends visited him there; the book is also peopled by George’s other friends, and 
paints a portrait of a man who remained very dear and important to others until his 
death and beyond it.

‘Joanna Ramsey has written a 
scrupulously honest, nuanced 
account of her close friendship 
with George Mackay Brown. As
well as containing previously 
unpublished verse by this great 
Orcadian poet, this book is full of 
hints and glints of the remarkable 
cultural life of Brown’s Stromness 
in the late twentieth century.’
-Robert Crawford

SALES & MARKETING HIGHLIGHTS
George Mackay Brown won many awards, including a Society of 
Authors Travel Award, 1968; SAC Literature Prize, 1969; Katherine 
Mansfield Menton Short Story Prize, 1971;  Hon. LLD from Dundee 
University, 1977; OBE, 1974; James Tait  Black Memorial Prize 1987 
(for The Golden Bird). He was nominated for the Booker Prize in 
1994 for his novel Beside the Ocean of Time.

www.facebook.com/SandstonePress

@SandstonePress

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Joanna Ramsey’s poetry and short fiction have 
appeared in Chapman, New Writing Scotland and 
other magazines and anthologies. Two pamphlet 
collections of poems have been published by the 
Galdragon Press, Glasgow: In Memory of George 
Mackay Brown (1998) and Walking on Hoy (2002). 
She lives in Orkney and also works as a copy editor for 
academic publishers.

AUTHOR LOCATION
Orkney, Islands
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‘a scrupulously 
honest, nuanced 

account.’
RobeRt CRawfoRd

a close friend of poet and author George Mackay Brown, 

Joanna ramsey recalls his final eight years with warmth 

and affection, and includes for the first time a number 

of unpublished poems written for her and her daughter, 

emma. in those final years George Mackay Brown rarely 

travelled beyond Stromness, but the book is peopled by 

the friends who visited him and paints a portrait of a man 

who remains important and very dear to his many readers.

‘Joanna Ramsey has written a scrupulously 

honest, nuanced account of her close 

friendship with George Mackay Brown. As 

well as containing previously unpublished 

verse by this great Orcadian poet, this book 

is full of hints and glints of the remarkable 

cultural life of Brown’s Stromness in the late 

twentieth century.’

RobeRt CRawfoRd 
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