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in 1936 malaysia, lu See is ordered to marry a fat, one-eyed banker 
whom she loathes. instead, she flees the Juru river for cambridge and 
the dream of becoming her country’s first female undergraduate. When 
the dream dissolves in tragedy only her life-sustaining friendship with 
the tibetan maid, Sum Sum, saves her; but then Sum Sum disappears, 
leaving a gift of unbearable poignancy. returning to malaya, lu See 
survives the Japanese occupation and communist insurgency but, as 
her life approaches its end, knows she must find Sum Sum and become 
reconciled once more. From cambridge to malaysia and a nunnery in 
the mountains of tibet, the house of trembling leaves is the timeless 
story two mothers and a daughter, of war and survival, but most of all 
of an undying friendship.
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THE FAN TAN PLAYERS opens in 1928 in Macao 

on a cyclone-drenched Quasimodo Sunday. Nadia Shashkova, 

now in her late twenties, but originally a child refugee from  

pre-revolutionary Russia, is contemplating her diminishing 

marital prospects. None of the Portuguese suitors who pay 

their respects appeal to her in the slightest. Independent, 

astute, an outsider, Nadia is haunted by secrets from her 

childhood, memories of violence and rupture, and one terrible 

secret above all others will not let her go.

Enter Iain Sutherland, an enigmatic Scot who is, officially, a 

British Consular representative, and who is very interested in 

Nadia for a number of reasons. As Nadia and Iain learn about 

each others’ histories, neither of them can anticipate what 

the future holds for each of them – a journey into Russia to 

find something that has been lost, internment in a Japanese 

prisoner-of-war camp, a courageous rescue. 

THE FAN TAN PLAYERS is an opulent family saga, set in Macao, Russia, 

the Scottish Highlands and Hong Kong in the 1920s, 1930s 

and 1940s. Exotic and beautifully written, it is a story of love, 

history, adversity and adventure.
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 the Fan tan Players 

Julian Lees grew up in Hong Kong, went to Cambridge University 
and worked as a stockbroker before writing his first novel.  He lives 
with his wife and three children in Kuala Lumpur.  He is the author 
of A WINTER BEAUTY and THE FAN TAN PLAYERS. The Fan Tan 
Players was published by Sandstone Press in 2010.

LOCATION: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The House of

‘A compelling novel about the power of female friendship,  
transcending war, time and separation.’ 

Rosy ThoRnTon

Distributor: mDl, brunel road, houndmills, basingstoke, hants, rG21 6xS, united Kingdom 
 01256 302692    01256 812558    orders@macmillan.co.uk

•  the houSe oF tremblinG 
leaveS FolloWS Julian leeS’ 
SucceSSFul The Fan Tan 
Players

•  Cover quote by rosy 
thornton, author oF 
The TaPesTry oF love anD 
ninePins

•  The Fan Tan Players SolD 
into three lanGuaGeS


