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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Berlin 1930. Sound film is conquering the big screen, leaving many 
by the wayside: producers, cinema owners – and silent film stars. 
Investigating the violent on-set death of actress Betty Winter, Inspector 
Gereon Rath encounters the dark side of glamour and an industry in 
turmoil. When his father requests that he help his friend, the mayor 
of Cologne, Konrad Adenauer, and his ex-girlfriend Charly makes a 
renewed attempt at rapprochement, things start to get out of hand. 
Trapped in the machinations of rival film producers, he roams Berlin’s 
Chinese quarter and the city’s underworld as he works ever closer to 
the edge of legality. Meanwhile the funeral of the murdered Horst 
Wessel leads to clashes between Nazis and Communists.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Volker Kutscher was born in 1962 in Lindlar, West 
Germany. He is the author of the enormously 
successful Gereon Rath crime series which, in 
addition to compelling narrative, is notable 
for its scrupulous accuracy on Germany in the 
years between its beginning in 1927 and the 
approach to the Second World War.

AUTHOR LOCATION
Colonge, Germany

SALES AND MARKETING HIGHLIGHTS
• Published in May to coincide with the author’s appearance at 

Bristol Crime Festival 
• The Babylon Berlin TV series, directed by Tom Tykwer, will air on 

Sky Atlantic October 2017.
• Sandstone press published the first novel in the series, Babylon 

Berlin, in 2016. 
• The Silent Death publicity campaign will be coordinated 

by Ruth Killick Publicity and will be accompanied by author 
appearances, press and broadcast media.
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‘Set in atmospheric 1930s Berlin 
where a maverick detective is 
hunting a serial killer The Silent 
Death, like its predecessor, Babylon 
Berlin, owes much to its author’s 
commitment to historical accuracy 
and the cynical feel of the times.’
-Peter James

‘A tale from the origins of the 
European darkness.’ 
-Kati Hiekkapelto
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