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ABOUT THIS BOOK
The Fan Tan Players opens in 1928 in Macao on a cyclone-drenched Quasimodo 
Sunday. Nadia Shashkova, now in her late twenties, but originally a child 
refugee from pre-revolutionary Russia, is contemplating her diminishing 
marital prospects: none of the Portuguese suitors who pay their respects 
appeal to her in the slightest. Independent, astute, an outsider, Nadia is 
haunted by secrets from her childhood, memories of violence and rupture, and 
one terrible secret above all others will not let her go. Enter Iain Sutherland, an 
enigmatic Scot who is, officially, a British Consular representative, and who is 
very interested in Nadia for a number of reasons. 

The Fan Tan Players is an opulent family saga, set in Macao, Russia, the 
Scottish Highlands and Hong Kong in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. Exotic and 
beautifully written, it is a story of love, history, adversity and adventure.

‘Satisfaction, even joy, accompanies 
the discovery of a new author, one 
previously unfamiliar, who proves 
his ability within a few pages and 
then tells an exciting tale. Without 
hesitation, Lees flexes his impressive 
storytelling muscles, giving readers 
an undeniable tingle of anticipation 
that he may have many more to tell.’
-Cairns Media Magazine
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Julian Lees grew up in Hong Kong, went 
to Cambridge University and worked as a 
stockbroker before writing his first novel. 
He lives with his wife and three children in 
Kuala Lumpur. He is the author of A Winter 
Beauty and The Fan Tan Players which was 
subsequently sold and translated into three 
languages.
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SALES AND MARKETING HIGHLIGHTS

• The great-grandson of a high-ranking Cossack officer who served 
under the last Tsar of Russia, Julian is a writer who draws from his 
family’s rich history
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